CHAPTER XIX

THE THIN EDGE

MEJLAUK was thoroughly friendly. His
suggestion was that Mrs. Westgarth must
be getting tired of constantly travelling
about with me, and that she could go to South
Russia with me for a holiday. After, I could go to
Liepitsk, and leave her in the friendly warmth of
Russia's best climate. He apologised for the necessity
of having a Russian nominally in command at the
works, but explained that this was one of the
Republic's strictest rules, and It must be adhered to.
I remained firm.

I then asked that a prompt settlement of my
affairs and finances be arranged, and that Zaviniakin
be communicated with in Leningrad.

We were well ahead with our packing when
Zaviniakin telephoned and asked me to visit him
at the State Planning. His first words were an
attempt to persuade me to stay, and he said that I
would be made thoroughly comfortable if I remained
with the State Planning. He made no attempt to
explain his volte face, and I told him bluntly that I
was determined to leave. After that he informed
me that my financial affairs had been gone into,
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